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' To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 'DEAR SIR,
'I have read your kind letter much more than the elegant Pindar which it accompanied. I am always glad to find myself not forgotten; and to be forgotten by you would give me great uneasiness. My northern friends have never been unkind to me: I have from you, dear Sir, testimonies of affection, which I have not often been able to excite; and Dr. Beattie rates the testimony which I was desirous of paying to his merit, much higher than I should have thought it reasonable to expect.
' I have heard of your masquerade '. What says your synod to such innovations ? I am not studiously scrupulous, nor do I think a masquerade either evil in itself, or very likely to be the occasion of evil, yet as the world thinks it a very licentious relaxation of manners, I would not have been one of the first masquers in a country where, no masquerade had ever been before *.
' A new edition of my great Dictionary is printed, from a copy which I was persuaded to revise; but having made no preparation, I was able to do very little. Some superfluities I have expunged, and some faults I have corrected, and here and there have scattered a remark; but the main fabrick of the work remains as it was. I had looked very little into it since I wrote it, and, I think, I found it full as often better, as worse, than I expected.
'Baretti and Davies have had a furious quarrel3; a quarrel, I
1  Given by a lady at Edinburgh.   BOSWELL.
2  There had been masquerades in Scotland; but not for a very long time.   BOSWELL.   ' Johnson,' as Mr. Croker observes,' had no doubt seen an account of the masquerade in the Gent. Mag. for January,' p, 43.   It is stated there that' it was the first masquerade ever seen in Scotland.'    Boswell appeared as a dumb Conjurer.
s Mrs. Thrale recorded in 1776, after her quarrel with Baretti:—'I had occasion to talk of him with Tom Davies, who spoke with horror of his ferocious temper; "and yet," says I, "there is great sensibility about Baretti. I have seen tears often stand in his eyes." " Indeed," replies Davies, " I should like to have seen that sight vastly, when-even butchers weep." ' Hayward's Ptoszt, ii. 340. Davies said of Goldsmith :—' He least of all mankind approved Baretti's conversation; he considered him as an insolent, overbearing foreigner.' Davies, in the same passage, speaks of Baretti as ' this unhappy Italian.' Da-vies's Garrick, ii. 168. As this was published in Baretti's life-time, the man could scarcely have been so ferocious as he was described. , •                                                                                       think,miliar tone, " Fare ye a' weel, ye bitches." '
